Hunter College of the City University of New York
POSTCARDS FROM AMERICA

EXTRA CREDIT LANDSCAPE EXERCISE

The purpose of this Web-based exercise, which is worth up to an additional 5 pts added to your final term average, is to increase
your awareness and knowledge of selected human and physical landscape features that characterize various parts of the US and Canada. DUE

NO LATER THAN THE DAY OF THE FINAL EXAM.

submit a 5-unit portfolio of landscapes to which is attached (1) a
Cover Page with your name, course number and date; (2) a Table of
Contents with the names of the landscape features and their corre-
sponding page number where the landscape feature description is
found; and (3) a Map of North America showing the location of
each feature listed in the Table of Contents by using the ID number
of the corresponding feature from list. See Fig. 1.

Each landscape portfolio page is to be headed by a title that corre-
sponds to an item in the list on page 3. See Fig. 2. The contents of
each must consist of the following minimum requirements:
1. One thumbnail continent locator map showing the
landscape feature’s location in North America;
2. One local area detailed readable map of the landscape
feature’s area;
3. Minimum of two photographs or illustrations of the
landscape feature in question; and
4. Half-page written description of the subject and its ge-
ographic significance (consult the Fundamental Themes of
Geography handout). Short and/or incomplete descrip-
tions will reduce you grade for the individual entry.

Be sure to stay on topic.

The written description MUST be in your own words, and NOT
something that you have cut-and-pasted from an online source as

Wikipedia. (Everyone has their own writing style as do on-line sources!)
The verbal portion should be done in paragraph format using 10-11
point type and take up at least half the page (4 inches of page in por-
trait mode or 3 inches of page in landscape mode). One to three sentenc-
es or just phrases are not acceptable. Typing should be single-spaced
and have standard 1-inch margins to either side. See NOTES below.
The 5 landscape features are to be selected from the category groups
on page 3. Your selection should be varied and represent different
areas of the U.S. and Canada — from the Arctic to the Everglades,
from the mountains to the plains, from urbanized areas to rural
towns, from manufacturing complexes to wilderness areas as dis-
cussed in class and in the textbook.

NOTES:

1. This assignment cannot be done in one day.
Give yourself ample time to collect and organize your mate-
rial, think out the presentation, format the page and write the
descriptions.

2. Information may be gathered from anywhere except Wik-
ipedia, Prof. Grande’s PowerPoint slides used in
class, and the textbooks. There should be at least two
different sources of information for each landscape. (Never
rely on one source when doing research.)

3. DO NOT CUT and PASTE web-derived information.



Summarize it in your own words. Focus on the topic. Pre- 7. Use PowerPoint formatting (makes it easier to size images)

sent the landscape feature specific to the theme. and print one slide per page.
4. Information that is photocopied from a book, atlas, road 8. Page orientation may be portrait or landscape (landscape is
map, topographic map or other hard copy source is permitted more functional; see Fig. 2).
and should be trimmed and taped to an 8”x11” page for in- 9. Page layout may be constructed in one column or two col-
clusion. umn format. (Two columns make it easier for me to read it.)
5. Every illustration must have a caption (What are we looking 10. Digital photographs or diagrams can be sized by pulling or
at?) or referenced in the description pushing in at their corners (this avoids distortion) or may be
6. Citations (sources of information) are to be placed at the trimmed by using the “SIZE” or “FORMAT” mode in the
end of the write up or attached to the caption. >>>No sepa- pop-up after hovering the cursor over the image.

rate bibliography page is needed!

| FIGURE 1. Sample pages. |

COVER PAGE TABLE OF CONTENTS MAP of NORTH AMERICA
(see last page of this exercise)
1. Landscape P, p.2 E
A Samp le of 2. Landscape Q, p. 3
Landscapes 3. Landscape R, p. 5
found in the US ‘5‘-

and Canada '
Your Name A _
GEOG 306.03/ 705.09 Locate all your landscapes on this
Postcards from America map using numbers 1-5 for the
Date required locations.



http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX9GFRdPcCIAzOGjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12871q2s2/EXP=1326941638/**http:/www.geointeractive.co.uk/outline maps.htm

FIGURE 2. The example below is in two column “landscape orientation.” Landscape orientation across a landscape-oriented page gives

you more room for maps, photos and illustrations.
Landscape 99: The Narrows of NY Harbor

Locator map. Site and situation of Location of the terminal
The Narrows. moraine of the continent-
al glacier.

Satellite view of The V-N Bridge crossing The
Narrows and the Verrazano- Narrows from Ft. Hamilton
-Narrows Bridge. to Ft. Wadsworth

Use 10 PT TYPE for your description in NEW TIMES ROMAN or
ARIAL or ARIAL NARROW font style.

The Narrows of New York Harbor is a gap in the terminal moraine created
at the end of the last Ice Age as the glacial lake located behind the moraine
was breached. It marks the entrance to New York Harbor, separating Up-
per New York Bay from Lower New York Bay. Its deep channel allows
the largest ships to enter the harbor. Located between the Long Island and
Staten Island, The Narrows protects Upper New York Bay from wind and
waves originating in the Atlantic Ocean. Fort Wadsworth (Staten Island)
and Fort Hamilton (Brooklyn), located on high ground overlooking The
Narrows, historically protected NY Harbor from naval attack. The Verra-
zano-Narrows Bridge, the world’s longest suspension bridge when com-

Staten Island. Its opening sparked the rapid growth of SI’s population.
Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of de-
scription and analysis.

Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of de-
scription and analysis.

Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of de-
scription and analysis.

List your sources at the end of the description. No separate bibliography or
footnotes are needed.

Sources: United States Geological Survey (www.usgs.gov); Yahoo Images
(www.yahoo.com); Schuberth, C. The Geology of New York City and Environs,
New York: Natural History Press, 1968.


http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX9GFRdPcCIAzOGjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12871q2s2/EXP=1326941638/**http:/www.geointeractive.co.uk/outline maps.htm
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS3IFhdPgmAABW.JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTA3cnMybzJvBHNsawNpbWc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=map+of+new+york+harbor&sado=1&n=30&ei=utf-8&fr2=sg-gac&tab=organic&ri=6&w=507&h=679&imgurl=www.nyc.gov/html/dep/images/features_widecolumn/samplingsites_2006.jpg&rurl=http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/news/hwqsfeature_wide.shtml&size=42.6+KB&name=New+York+Harbor+Map&p=map+of+new+york+harbor&oid=b166951c9e008df9d6c8318a61205c36&fr2=sg-gac&fr=&tt=New+York+Harbor+Map&b=0&ni=72&no=6&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=11st61093&sigb=13mcktjrf&sigi=126cve2il&.crumb=5PgV5wgt3tO
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS7gFxdPMmoAl7iJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTA3cnMybzJvBHNsawNpbWc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=photograph+of+the+Narrows,+NY&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&tab=organic&ri=179&w=800&h=535&imgurl=www.runkarlarun.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Verrazano-Bridge.jpg&rurl=http://www.runkarlarun.com/2010/07/22/new-york-city-marathon-training-begins/&size=420.7+KB&name=The+Verrazano-Narrows+Bridge.+Photo+by+Fergal+Carr.&p=photograph+of+the+Narrows,+NY&oid=03e9f33c6f4b62b502949ffda274401a&fr2=&fr=&tt=The+Verrazano-Narrows+Bridge.+Photo+by+Fergal+Carr.&b=151&ni=96&no=179&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12d0n9uin&sigb=13o1os8fj&sigi=123ktbs4r&.crumb=5PgV5wgt3tO

FIGURE 3. The example below is in one column “landscape orientation.” Landscape orientation across a landscape-oriented page gives you more
room for maps, photos and illustrations.

Landscape 99: The Narrows of NY Harbor

Locator map. Site and situation of Location of the terminal Satellite view of The V-N Bridge crossing The
The Narrows. moraine of the continent- Narrows and the Verrazano- Narrows from Ft. Hamilton
al glacier. -Narrows Bridge. to Ft. Wadsworth.

Use 10 PT TYPE for your description in NEW TIMES ROMAN or ARIAL or ARIAL NARROW font style.

The Narrows of New York Harbor is a gap in the terminal moraine created at the end of the last Ice Age as the glacial lake located behind the moraine was breached. It
marks the entrance to New York Harbor, separating Upper New York Bay from Lower New York Bay. Its deep channel allows the largest ships to enter the harbor. Lo-
cated between the Long Island and Staten Island, The Narrows protects Upper New York Bay from wind and waves originating in the Atlantic Ocean. Fort Wadsworth
(Staten Island) and Fort Hamilton (Brooklyn), located on high ground overlooking The Narrows, historically protected NY Harbor from naval attack. The Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge, the world’s longest suspension bridge when completed in 1964, spans The Narrows carrying traffic between Brooklyn and Staten Island. Its opening
sparked the rapid growth of SI’s population.

Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of de-
scription and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least
a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional infor-
mation to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis.

Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of de-
scription and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least
a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis.

Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of de-
scription and analysis.

Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of description and analysis. Etc., etc., etc. for additional information to fill at least a half-page of de-
scription and analysis.

List your sources at the end of the description. No separate bibliography or footnotes are needed.

Sources: United States Geological Survey (www.usgs.gov); Yahoo Images (www.yahoo.com); Schuberth, C. The Geology of New York City and Environs,

New York: Natural History Press, 1968.



http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX9GFRdPcCIAzOGjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12871q2s2/EXP=1326941638/**http:/www.geointeractive.co.uk/outline maps.htm
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS3IFhdPgmAABW.JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTA3cnMybzJvBHNsawNpbWc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=map+of+new+york+harbor&sado=1&n=30&ei=utf-8&fr2=sg-gac&tab=organic&ri=6&w=507&h=679&imgurl=www.nyc.gov/html/dep/images/features_widecolumn/samplingsites_2006.jpg&rurl=http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/news/hwqsfeature_wide.shtml&size=42.6+KB&name=New+York+Harbor+Map&p=map+of+new+york+harbor&oid=b166951c9e008df9d6c8318a61205c36&fr2=sg-gac&fr=&tt=New+York+Harbor+Map&b=0&ni=72&no=6&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=11st61093&sigb=13mcktjrf&sigi=126cve2il&.crumb=5PgV5wgt3tO
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoS7gFxdPMmoAl7iJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTA3cnMybzJvBHNsawNpbWc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=photograph+of+the+Narrows,+NY&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&tab=organic&ri=179&w=800&h=535&imgurl=www.runkarlarun.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Verrazano-Bridge.jpg&rurl=http://www.runkarlarun.com/2010/07/22/new-york-city-marathon-training-begins/&size=420.7+KB&name=The+Verrazano-Narrows+Bridge.+Photo+by+Fergal+Carr.&p=photograph+of+the+Narrows,+NY&oid=03e9f33c6f4b62b502949ffda274401a&fr2=&fr=&tt=The+Verrazano-Narrows+Bridge.+Photo+by+Fergal+Carr.&b=151&ni=96&no=179&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12d0n9uin&sigb=13o1os8fj&sigi=123ktbs4r&.crumb=5PgV5wgt3tO

